
Center on EverydayCenter on Everyday
Child Language Learning

Carol M. Trivette, Ph.D.
ctrivette@puckett.org

www.cecll.org

Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute
Asheville and Morganton, North CarolinaAsheville and Morganton, North Carolina

Division of Early Childhood, Council for Exceptional Children 
Minneapolis, MN October 28-30, 2012



Who Is Participating?Who Is Participating?

• Children 8–28 
months of age who 
are enrolled in 
early interventionearly intervention 

• The children’s 
parents or other 
primary caregivers

• Part C Practitioners
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Who Is Delivering the Intervention?g

• Parents of the     
participating childrenparticipating children 

• Parents are guided          
in their use of thein their use of the 
practices by
 Child Development Child Development 

Specialists (DE)
 Speech              p

Pathologists (NC)
 Early              

I i i (TN)
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Interventionists (TN)



Two Types ofTwo Types of
Evidence-Based Practices

• Evidence-Based Implementation Practices

 Adult Learning Methods

Evidence Based Intervention Practices• Evidence-Based Intervention Practices

 Early Childhood Intervention Practices
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CECLL Model Components

Caregiver-Mediated 
Instructional Practices

Language-Rich Child a guage c
Everyday 
Activities

C d
Interests

Communication
d Land Language

Skills

Increased
Language-Learning 

O t iti
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Opportunities



Child I t tChild Interests

The use of child interests for promotingThe use of child interests for promoting 
communication and language learning is 
an important foundation of this everyday 
language intervention model. 

Child interests are a child’s personal likes,Child interests are a child s personal likes, 
preferences, favorites, strengths, and so 
forth that encourage child participation 
with people and things.  
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I fl f Child I t tInfluence of Child Interests
on Learning and Development

Child
Interests

Exploration Everyday
EngagementExploration

and Mastery Language
Learning

Opportunities

Communication
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Competence



Child Interests Checklist

Consider your 
d t di funderstanding of 

and ability to use 
the practicesthe practices.
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Everyday Activities and Routinese yday c es a d ou es
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Everyday Activities and Routinese yday c es a d ou es
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Everyday Learning Activity Checklist

11



Responsive Teaching 
• Attend to child when he/she is interested in something
• Provide child time to initiate interactions
• If the child is does not initiate interactions, prompt by asking a question p p y g q

around what the child is doing 
• Respond promptly and positively matching amount, pace, and intent of the 

child’s behavior
• Encourage child’s use of language in a variety of ways:

 Open-ended questions 
 Repeating and extending what the child says.
 Provide a label or new word for an object the child initiates toward or for 

an action the child initiates.
 Make a suggestion that encourages the child to say or describe 

something in another way (in a more complex way)something in another way (in a more complex way).
 Give the child information about what he/she is showing interest in. 
 Add materials to an activity to encourage more or different language. 
 Arrange materials within an activity in ways that encourage the child to
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 Arrange materials within an activity in ways that encourage the child to 
use language. 



Caregiver Responsive Teaching Checklist
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Sand Table Video

• Child’s Level of Intensity

• Mother’s general style when participatingMother s general style when participating 

• Mother’s communication style and strategies

• Child’s response to mother
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View video

Outside Water Table_2
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Videodeo

• The child is so focused on this activity
• Mother was also very engaged in the 

activity and was a active participant and 
so is a obvious communication partnerso is a obvious communication partner

• Responded promptly and positively 
• Encouraged new the child’s use of 

language
• Asked open-ended questions, 

encouraged her son to elaborate
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Fidelity Measuresde y easu es

Fidelity of 
P titi U f

Consistency of 
i i i ’

Completed by 
CECLL ffPractitioner Use of 

Everyday Learning 
Practices

interventionists’ 
practices with the 
model 

CECLL staff every 
contact with 
practitioners

Practitioner 
Implementation of 
the Model Practices

Extent of 
practitioner use 
of model practices

Completed by 
practitioners 
monthly for eachthe Model Practices of model practices 

with each family 
monthly for each 
family

Weekly Parent Number, frequency, Completed by 
Feedback Form and characteristics 

of learning activities
parents every week
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100
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Training of Parents on the CECLL Practices



Parent Fidelity Scale

Measures the 
b fnumber, frequency, 

and characteristics of 
the learning activitiesthe learning activities 
in which the child 
participated during p p g
the last week
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Parent Intervention FidelityParent Intervention Fidelity
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Parent InterviewsParent Interviews

• What did you like about the approach?

• Did your understanding of how to help 
your child’s language change as a y g g g
result of this project? 
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Parent video
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Parent Outcomes

Assesses parent’s 
f tisense of parenting 

confidence, 
competence andcompetence, and 
enjoyment
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Parenting Outcomes
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