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Purposes of the Presentation

 Describe the kinds of everyday learning 
opportunities providing young children early 
literacy development experiences

 Describe a model for early literacy learning 
developed at the Center for Early Literacy Learning

 Introduce participants to child interest-based and 
everyday literacy learning scales

 Illustrate how to use everyday literacy learning 
opportunities as the foundation for developing 
literacy competence













Six Major Domains
of Literacy Learning

 Written Language

 Text Comprehension

 Phonological Awareness

 Print Awareness

 Oral Language

 Alphabetic Awareness



Written Language

Ability to represent ideas or 
spoken language in a printed 
or written format









Text Comprehension

Ability to understand and process 
the meaning of ideas represented 
in pictures or text









Phonological Awareness

Ability to hear and discriminate 
the sounds in words and spoken 
language







Print Awareness

Ability to recognize pictures or 
symbols and read words in 
printed format or text accurately 
and quickly







Oral Language

Ability to use words to communicate 
ideas and thoughts using language 
as a tool







Alphabetic Awareness

Ability to recognize the letters 
of the alphabet as part of word 
recognition and use









Center for Early Literacy Learning Intervention Model
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Promoting Child Participation in
Everyday Literacy-Learning Activities

 Identifying Child Interests

 Matching Interests to Everyday Activities

 Increasing Child Participation in Interest-
Based Activities

 Parent Engagement of Child in Everyday 
Literacy Learning 



Child Interests

• All children, with and without disabilities, 

have interests and preferences

• A child’s interests are the basis of CELL 

early literacy practices



Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery
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Types of Children’s Interests

Children have different types of interests:

• Personal interests form the basis of 

activities (e.g., stuffed animals, balls, action figures)

• Natural interests in talking, reading, and 

writing

• Situational interests are triggered by 

features or “interestingness” of the context
(e.g., street fair, table with art supplies, new classroom 

play area)



Examples of Interests Across 

Developmental Ages

• Infants

 Cooing or babbling, rocking, rattles, musical 
toys, grasping, bright colors, new people

• Toddlers

 Music, special story or book, riding toys, 
colored markers, special friend, bugs

• Preschoolers

 Dress-up, books, pets, eating out, painting, 
games, nursery rhymes, balls



Tools for Linking Interests and Activities

























Selected Sources of Everyday 
Literacy Learning Opportunities

Oral Language

 Talking on the telephone

 Saying nursery rhymes

 Pretend phone conversation

 Meal time conversations

Language Comprehension

 Listening to bedtime stores

 Looking at magazines

 Listening to Storytellers

Print Awareness

 Looking at a family phone album

 Looking at a picture dictionary

 Cutting letters/pictures from a 

magazine

Phonological Awareness

 Playing lap games

 Repeating jingles/phrases from 

TV

 Singing songs

Written Language

 Keyboarding

 Making a shopping list

 Drawing with crayons

 Making birthday cards

Alphabet Awareness

 Playing with alphabet 
stamps

 Writing on a chalkboard

 Finding letters of one’s 
name



Early Literacy Experiences Scale

 Extensive review of the preliteracy 
development literature

 Compilation of preliteracy development 
experiences

 Classification of the experiences by literacy 
domain

 Development of scale items

 Field testing of the scale items (in process)

 Use of the scale for research and practice



Early Literacy Experiences Scale



Early Literacy Experiences Scale

Parents or other caregivers are asked to indicate 
how often and how frequently a child participates 
or engages in different preliteracy development 
activities.



Early Literacy Development Scale

Results or findings can be used to:

 “Map” the literacy development 
experiences of infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers.

 Construct profiles of individual children’s 
literacy experiences.

 Identify everyday literacy experiences 
that “match” children’s personal interests 
and decide which learning opportunities 
are likely to be situationally interesting.



Responsive Teaching Strategy

• Engage the child in interest-based everyday literacy 

learning activities

• Respond to child literacy behavior to maintain 

engagement in the activities

• Support child behavior and elaborate on child responses



CELL Practice Guides

All CELL practice guides include four “how to” elements 

and “real life” examples of the practices being 

implemented by parents or practitioners. 



Center for Early Literacy Learning 

Evidence-Based Practice Guides

CELL practices (paper, DVD’s, PPP, etc.) are prepared 
in a manner that provides end-users (practitioners and 
parents) information about four elements of a practice:

• What is the practice?

• What does the practice look like?

• How do you do the practice?

• How do you know the practice worked?



Types of Practice Guides

• Universal Practice Guides

• Practice Guides with Adaptations

• Specialized Practice Guides 



Examples of Universal Practice Guides

Linguistic Processing Skills

Phonological Awareness

• Finger Plays and Action 
Rhymes

• Sound Advice

Oral Language

• Babble On

• Talk is Fun

Listening Comprehension

• Time to Rhyme

• Hear This

Print-Related Skills

Print Awareness

• One for the Books

• First ABC Books

Written Language

• Scribble Scribble

• Get Write on It!

Alphabet Knowledge

• Stamps of Approval

• Exploring Magazines and 
Catalogs

Text Comprehension

• Read It Again!

• Tuning Into Tales







Practice Guides with Adaptations

Adaptations ensure that children with disabilities:

• Can engage in interest-based early literacy learning 
activities

• Can master early literacy learning skills

• Can become competent in early literacy behaviors

Adaptations offer just enough assistance so that children 
with disabilities participate in literacy learning activities in 
order to master new skills and behaviors as do children 
without disabilities.



Adaptation Continuum

• Adapt Environment

• Adapt Activity 

• Adapt Materials

• Adapt Instruction

• Provide Assistance

Source: Cara’s Kit, Milbourne & Campbell, 2007



What are Adaptations?

Adaptations include adjustments, changes, or 

modifications to the environment, activities, materials, or 

interactions that support or enhance children’s 

participation in everyday early literacy learning activities.



Environmental Adaptations

Changes or modifications to the physical environment or 

the use of specialized equipment.

Examples

• Rearrange furniture for easy wheelchair access to the 

book shelf

• Make a quiet place to support a child who is trying to 

focus on his/her favorite book

• Provide a child a slant board when he/she is coloring









Adaptations to Activities

Changes or modifications to learning activity to enhance the 

child’s participation.

Examples

• Let the child use his finger to paint instead of using a paint 

brush that is hard for him to hold

• Let the child use finger puppets as part of telling a story

• Tape paper to the table to provide more stability while the 

child is coloring

• Let a restless child pick a book she likes to read even if it is in 

the middle of another story







Adaptations to Materials

Changes or modifications to the materials used in an activity to 

enhance children’s participation.

Examples

• Use foam to thicken pencils to make them easier to hold

• Provide visual cues on a recipe so the child can follow the 

steps even if she cannot “read”

• Provide a switch interface so the child can turn a tape 

recorder on and off to listen to songs or stories

• Place knobs on alphabetical puzzle to help a child place the 

pieces in or out















Instructional Adaptations

Changes or modifications to the instructions or requirements of 

the activity to support the child’s participation.

Examples

• Shorten the length of time a child participates in drawing so he 

doesn’t lose interest

• Allow a child to stand instead of sit while listening to a story

• Allow a child to use a picture board to answer questions about 

the story

• Provide extra time for a child with some mild fine motor 

challenges to finish “writing” her name













Providing Assistance

Adult provides the child direct assistance to accomplish the 

activity. 

Examples

• Adult guides the child’s hand when drawing a picture

• Adult takes the child’s hand to point to the object the child is 

trying to identify





Conclusion

 Subsets of everyday family and community 
activities provide contexts for literacy learning.

 Interest-based participation in everyday literacy 
activities can enhance child competence.

 Instruments like the Everyday Literacy 
Experiences Scale can focus activity 
identification.

 Everyday literacy learning should be fun and 
enjoyable for both children and their parents.


