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Purpose of the Presentation 

ÅDescribe the role child interests play in promoting 
and enhancing child learning and development 

 

ÅIllustrate the value-added benefits of interest-based 
child learning beyond those associated with 
noninterest-based learning 

 

ÅSummarize findings from a number of studies that 
evaluated the child benefits of interest-based 
everyday child learning opportunities  
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Four Guiding Principles of Early Childhood Intervention 

ÅEveryday child learning opportunities should strengthen 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
their own capabilities 

 

ÅFamily members need the necessary supports to have the 
time and energy, and knowledge and skills, to be able to 
engage their children in everyday child learning 

 

ÅFamily member provided everyday child learning should 
benefit not only young children but should also strengthen 
family member confidence and competence 

 

ÅPractitioners need to use family member capacity-building 
practices to strengthen family member confidence and 
competence 
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Development-Instigating and Development-Enhancing 
Characteristics of Everyday Child Learning Opportunities 

ÅPersonal characteristics of the developing child 
 

ÅCharacteristics of everyday activities that invite child 
engagement in interactions with the social and nonsocial 
environment 
 

ÅBehavior of caregivers in everyday activities that encourage or 
discourage child learning and development 

 

___________________ 

Adapted from U. Bronfenbrenner (1992). Ecological systems theory. In R. Vasta (Ed.), Six theories of child development: Revised 
formulations and current issues (pp. 187-248. Philadelphia: Kingsley. 
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Caregiver Influences 

Everyday 
Child 

Learning 
Activities 

Sources of Development-Instigating and Development-
Enhancing Child Learning Opportunities 
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EVERYDAY 
ACTIVITY 
SETTINGS 

 

Exploration  
and Mastery 

Engagement 

Interests 

Competence 

Interest-Based Everyday Child Learning Cycle Process 
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Strengths-Based Early Childhood Intervention 

Å Interest-based early childhood learning is part of an 
intervention paradigm that emphasizes the use of existing 
behavior propensities as the building blocks for strengthening 
existing capabilities and promoting acquisition of new 
competencies 

 

Å Interest-based early childhood intervention is considered an 
alternative to needs-based and deficit-based paradigm 
intervention practices that focus on identifying delayed or 
missing behavior or skills and facilitating child acquisition of 
these behavior or skills 
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Types of Child Interests 

ω Personal Interests 

{ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ 
people, objects, and events that gain and maintain a 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ άŘǊŀǿǎέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
engagement or participation in activities 

Personal interests include the likes, preferences, choices, 
desires, etc. of a child that influence participation or 
engagement in different activities, events, or behavior 

ω Situational Interests 
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Example of a 
Personal Interest 
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Example of a Situational Interest 
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Interest-Based Child Participation 
in Everyday Activities 
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άLƴǘŜƴǎŜ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
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άtǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ 
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ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ 
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ά9ȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘέ 
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Caregiver-Facilitated Child Engagement in 
Interest-Based Everyday Activities 
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Caregiver-Child Lap Games 
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Encouraging Child Confidence 


